ZIMBABWE
Zimbabwe is a country reeling from the effects of the world's
highest inflation rate (estimated at 150,000% in January 2008),
extensive regional droughts and widespread HIV/AIDS. In just a
few decades, it has gone from being Africa's breadbasket to
becoming one of the poorest nations on earth, with annual per
capita income under $1 per day and constant fuel and food
shortages. As a result, Zimbabwe has the world's lowest average
life expectancy: 37 years for men, 34 years for women (UN 2006).
AIDS in Zimbabwe
Zimbabwe has one of the most severe AIDS epidemics in the world,
with approximately 1.8 million people living with AIDS. Adult
HIV/AIDS prevalence is approximately 24.6%. With one in five
children as orphans, Zimbabwe has a higher number of orphans, in
proportion to its population, than any other country in the world,
according to UNICEF. (1.3 million children are orphans as a result
of HIV/AIDS ). This has forced children to care for themselves or to
go to live with grandparents whose resources are already stretched
too thin.
Humanitarian Activities
While few humanitarian organizations are still active in Zimbabwe
and even fewer delivering AIDS assistance, there are still dedicated
and courageous people helping. One organization, Zimbabwe
Orphans Through Extended Arms (ZOE), is working to unite local
Zimbabwean churches to provide encouragement, training and
hope to orphans and the people caring for them. ZOE and these
churches are providing a safety net and a listening ear to 76,000
people who have nowhere else to turn. CAFCA partners with ZOE
and with Church of the Ascension as they work to supply the needs
of suffering people in Zimbabwe.

COUNTRY FACTS:
Size: Slightly larger than Montana
Population: 12,311,143
Note: estimates for this country explicitly
take into account the effects of excess
mortality due to AIDS; this can result in
lower life expectancy, higher infant
mortality and death rates, lower population
and growth rates, and changes in the
distribution of population by age and sex
than would otherwise be expected (July
2007 est.)
People living with AIDS: 1.8 million
Languages: English, Shona, Ndebele
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CFCA’s response
Canadian Foundation for Children with AIDS (CFCA) partners with ZOE - Zimbabwe Orphans
Through Extended Hands and the network of 2100 local churches in 55 different areas of
Zimbabwe. Coordinators around the country train church members how to care for Orphans and
Vulnerable Children (OVCs). Through ZOE's work, tens of thousands of OVCs are visited,
receive education and training and now, through CFCA's involvement, nutritional support and
supplies such as blankets.
ZOE runs a program called the Livelihoods Program, which teaches heads of households how to
raise farm animals. By giving each family 3 animals to care for and raise, along with the
necessary training, people in Zimbabwe are starting to see hope in their future. CFCA provides
a year’s worth of food to families in the Livelihoods Program, giving their animals time to produce
and reproduce. After a year, a family is able to barter their eggs and milk for other food they
might need, giving them another step towards self-sustainability. After three years, the families
give three of their growing flock to another vulnerable family and the cycle starts again.
Without creating dependency, this gift of a year of food is life-saving to many. CFCA is proud to
assist ZOE as they minister to the needs of the most vulnerable in their communities - AIDS
orphans.

How can you help?
The need for food, medical supplies and
medication grows daily in Zimbabwe.
Approximately 35,000 people cared for by
ZOE still need cotrimoxazole and
approximately 50,000 are in need of basic,
daily food. Hospitals routinely lack basic
supplies. Your donation can help CFCA
provide it.

Cotrimoxazole helps children fight opportunistic infections, keeping
them from developing full-blown AIDS.
$12,000 allows us to ship a 40’ container of porridge. You can be the person who makes it possible
by making a donation to CFCA today. No matter how small or large the amount, we will make sure
that the needed items reach the children we serve.
Online contributions can be made at our website www.CFCAids.org or checks can be mailed to
CFCA, 1 Yonge Street, Suite 1801, Toronto, Ontario, M5E 1W7.
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